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Coverage Summary

Qatar Nationwide Library held a 2-day webinar entitled ‘What’s Antiquities Trafficking?’ exploring the
sources, transit routes and market international locations of the criminal activity. A press release was
sent to all media and the story was published by numerous newspapers in Qatar and the region.

7 Arabic, and 4 English media outlets published the news.

Arabic Vs English

= Arabic = English

5 online and 6 print publications covered the story. The table of contents in the following section has
list of all the media outlets which published the news story.
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QNL steps u;

0 fight against trafficking of

cultural artefacts, documentary heritage

atar National Library

(QNL), held a special

event this week bring-
ing anisations together to
counter the trafficking of cul-
tural artefacts in the region. The
two-day webinar, titled ‘What
is Antiquities Trafficking?’ held
recently discussed the struc-
tures of supply chains for the
illicit trade of cultural items,
identified key stakeholders in-
volved in the criminal practice,
and explored the sources, transit
routes and market countries of
the illegal activity.

The webinar was part of the
Himaya Project Lecture Series,
an initiative QNL launched to
counter the trafficking and ille-
gal circulation of documentary
heritage in the Mena region and
neighbouring countries. Himaya
engages international agencies
and regional organisations to
protect heritage artefacts and
thwart the trafficking of such
items.

The discussions were led by
Veronica Costarelli, project

manager, Cross-Border Syrian
Emergency Response with the
UN’s International Organisation
for Migration and a post-crisis
antiquity trafficking researcher
and Dr Samuel Andrew Hardy,
post-doctoral research fellow in

cultural heritage and conflicts,
Norwegian Institute in Rome,
University of Oslo.

The speakers analysed case
studies from Iraq and Syria to
illustrate the different aspects
and key features of antiquities
trafficking and its transnational
nature. HE the Minister of State
and QNL President Dr Hamad
bin Abdulaziz al-Kawari, said:
“For centuries, the Arab and
Middle East region has been a
melting pot of civilisations that
produced many artefacts with
historical, spiritual and aes-
thetic values, not to mention the

£

HE Dr Hamad bin Abdulaziz al-Kawari along with other panellists.

pride and respect of their own-
ers and custodians.”

“The trafficking and smug-
gling of antiquities is certainly
not a new phenomenon, and ac-
tivity has been rising in recent
years. In the Mena and West and
Central Africa regions, traffick-
ing of such items is greater due
to conflict and insecurity — no-
tably in countries such as Chad,
Iraq, Libya, Mali, Niger, Syria,
Sudan and Yemen. It may of-
ten be linked to the activities of
criminal and terrorist groups,
who use it as a means to increase
their income and launder mon-

ey he explained. “Trafficking
of such items is a robbery of the
rights of peoples, a falsification
of the history of nations, and
a removal of their heritage and
identity. While criminals make
significant profits from this il-
licit trafficking, humankind is
denied access to archaeological
information and artefacts of its
shared heritage” continued Dr
al-Kawari.

Costarelli said: “This herit-
age of the Arab region and the
number of impoverished and
conflict-affected nations has
led to increased trafficking and
smuggling of antiquities and ar-
tefacts in the region, threatening
its cultural heritage.

Professionals must act to
spread awareness about antiqui-
ties trafficking and help law en-
forcement to counter this illegal
activity”

“The international organisa-
tions in charge of countering
the trafficking of artefacts have
tended to focus on the illegal cir-
culation of archaeological and
artistic items. However, more
also needs to be done with re-
spect to documentary heritage,
which is even more at risk be-
cause it is less protected by na-
tional legislation and is easier to
move illegally,” Dr Hardy added.
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ONL helps fight against trafficking of
artefacts and documentary heritage

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR  National  Library
(QNL), in its role as the IFLA
Preservation and Conservation
(PAC) Regional Center for Arab
Countries dnd the Middle East,
brought organisations together
to counter the trafficking of cul-
tural artefacts in the region, ata
recent webinar.

The two-day webinar, titled
‘What is Antiquities Traffick-
ing?, discussed the structures
of supply chains for the illicit
trade of cultural items, identi-
fied key stakeholders involved
in the criminal practice and
explored the sources, transit
routes and market countries of
the illegal activity.

The webinar was part of the
Himaya Project Lecture Series,
an initiative QNL launched to
counter the trafficking and ille-
gal circulation of documentary
heritage in the MENA region
and neighbouring countries.
Himaya enéagm international
agencies and regional organisa-
tions to protect heritage arte-
facts and thwart the trafficking
of such items.

The discussions were led
by Veronica Costarelli, project

The two-day webinar di d the

of supply chains for

the illicit trade of cultural items, key stakeholders, transit routes and
market countries of the illegal activity.

manager, Cross-Border Syrian
Emergency Response with the
UN's International Organization
for Migration and a post-crisis
antiquity trafficking researcher;
and Dr Samuel Andrew Hardy,
post-doctoral research fellow in
cultural heritage and conflicts,
Norwegian Institute in Rome,
University of Oslo.

The speakers analysed case
studies from Iraq and Syria to
illustrate the dldgerent aspects

and key features of antiquities
trafficking and its transnational
nature.
Speaking at the webinar HE
Dr Hamad bin Abdulaziz Al Ka-
wari, Qatar’s Minister of State
and QNL president, said: “For
centuries, the Arab and Middle
East region has been a melting
got of civilisations that
uced many artefacts with his-
torical, spiritual and aesthetic
values, not to mention the pride

and respect of their owners and
custodians,

“The trdfﬁckmg and smug-
gling of antiquities is certainly
not a new phenomenon and the
activity has been rising in recent
years. In the MENA and West
and Central Africa regions, traf-
ficking of such items is greater
due to conflict and insecurity
— notably in countries such as
Chad, Iraq, Libya, Mali, Niger,
Syria, Sudan and Yemen. It may
often be linked to the activities
of eriminal and terrorist groups,
who use it as a means to in-
crease their income and launder
money.
He added, “Trafficking of
such items is a robbery of the
rights of peoples, a falsification
of the history of nations and a
removal of their heritage and
identity. While criminals make
significant profits from this il-
licit trafficking, humankind is
denied access to archaeological
information and artefacts of its
shared heritage.

“It is vital that the interna-
tional community acts to cor-
rect and restore rights to the
owners. We believe that people
everywhere in the world have
an ethical role in this issue and
I hope this seminar played a

part in shedding further light
on the trafficking of antiquities
and in contributing to the sci-
entific and equitable solution
of the topic. Cultural g‘opert)
is part of the common heritage
of mankind and it is in every-
one's interests that we develop a
framework to preserve cultural
heritage in our region and fur-
ther afield.”

Costarelli said, “This herit-
age of the Arab region and the
number of 1mpmen.shed and
conflict-affected nations has
led to increased trafficking and
smuggling of antiquities and
artefacts in the region, threat-
ening its cultural heritage. Pro-
fessionals must act to spread
awareness about antiquities
trafficking and help law en-
forcement to counter this illegal
activity.”

Dr Hardy said, “The inter-
national organisations in charge
of countering the trafficking of
artefacts have tended to focus
on the illegal circulation of ar-
chaeological and artistic items.
However, more also needs to
be done with respect to docu-
mentary heritage, which is even
more at risk because it is less
protected by national legislation
and is easier to move illegally.”
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QNL steps up fight against
trafficking of cultural artifacts,
documentary heritage

Qatar Natiornwide Library (QNL), held a perticulsr occasion this week bringing organisations collectivedy to
counter the trafficking of cutural artifacts within the area. The 2-day webinar, titked “What's Antiquities
Trafficking?’ held not too long ago mentioned the constructions of provide chains for the dlict commerce of
cultural cbjects, recognized key stakeholders concernad within the prison apply, and explored the scurces,
transit routes and macket rternational locations of the criminal activity.

The webinar was a part of the Himaya Venture Lecture Collection, an initiative QNL launched to counter the
trafficking and unlawful croulation of decumentary hearitage within the Mena area and neighbouring
international locations. Himaya engages werkinide companies and regional crganisations to guard hertage
artfacts and thwart the trafficking of such objects.

The discussions had been led by Veronica Costardli, challenge supervisor, Cross-Border Syrian Emergency
Response with the UN's Worldwide Organisation for Migration and & post-crisis antiquity trafficking
ressarcher and Or Samuel Andrew Hardy, post-doctoral analysis fellow in cultural heritage and conflicts,
Norweagian [nstitute in Rome, Collage of Oslo.

The audio system analysed case ressarch from [rag and Syria for instance the totaly differert facets and
key cptions of antiquities trafficking and its transnational nature HE the Minister of State and QNL President
Or Hamad bin Abdulariz al-Kawari, stated: "For hundreds of years, the Arab and Center East ares has been
& melting pot of civilisations that produced many artifacts with historic, non sacular and aesthetic values, to
not point out the delight and respect of ther homeowners and custodians.”

"The trafficking and smuggling of antiquities is definitely nct a brand new phencmenon, and exercise has
baen rising in recent times. Within the Mena and West and Central Africa aress, trafficking of such objects &
larger attribetable to batthe and nsecurity—notably in nternational locations corresponding to Chad, Irag,
Libya, Mali, Niger, Synia, Sudan and Yemen. It could typically be linkad to the actions of priscn and terrcrist
teams, who use it as & method to extend their eamings and launder cash,” he defined.

"Trafficking of such objects is & theft of the rights of pecples, a falsification of the historical past of
countries, and a removing of ther heritage and identification. Whereas criminals make val eamings from
this illicit trafficking, humankind & denied entry to archaeclogical info and artifacts of its shared heritages,”
contirwed Cr al-Kaweri.

Costardli stated: "This heritage of the Arab area and the variety of mpoverished and confict-affected
nations has led to devated trafficking and smugdling of antiquities and artifacts within the area, threstening
its cultural heritage. Professionals should act to unfold constousness about anbiquities trafficking and assist

islation enforoement to counter this aiminal activity.
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Qatar National Library Helps To Fight Against the Trafficking of
Cultural Artifacts and Documentary Heritage
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1 National LUbeary hebd & special evet this w
e infickrg of atas arttacts n fe regiae

& bringing orpariestions Sogefer i

Qatar National Library, in its roke as the IFLA Preservation and Conservation (PAC)
Regional Center for Arab Countries and the Middie East, held a special evert tis
woek bringing crganzations 10gether to counter the traMcking of culiural arfacts in
the region

The two-day webinag tiied "What is Antiquities TraMicking?” 100k placeon 7 - 8
February. The event discussed the structures of supply chaing for the dict trade of
cultural tems, identifed key stakeholders invoived in e criminal peactice, and
explored the sources, Yanst routes and market countries of the dlegal activiy.

The webinar wis part of the Himaya Project Lecture Series, an initative the Library
launched 10 counter e aficking and ilegal crculation of decumaentary herage in
the MENA regicn and neighboring countries. Himaya engages imematicnal agencies
and regional organizations 1o protect herage artifacts and thwart the trafMcking of
such Rems.

The dscussions were lod by Vercnica Costarddl, Project Managet Cross Border
Syrian Emergency Resps with e UN's I Org: al for Migratien
and a postcrisis antiquity wradticking researcher and De. Samuel Andrew Hardy, post
doctoral research feliow in culural hertage and conficts, Norwegian instiue in
Rome, University of Qdlo.

The speakers analyzed case studies from kag and Syria 1o ilusrate e dfferent
aapects and key features of antiquities tratficking and its yansnaticnal nature.

Has Excellency Dv. Hamad Bin Abdulaziz Al awari, Minister of State, Qatar and
President of Qatar Naticnal Library, spoke at the webinag saying

“For centuries, the Arab and Middle East regicn has been a meking pot of
divilzatiors that peoduced many artifacts with orical, spiritual and aesthatic
values, Nt to mention the peide and respect of Their cwners and custodans.

“The trafficking and smuggling of antiquites is certainly not a new phencmenca, and
activity has been rising in recent years. In the MENA and West and Central Africa
regiord, tratficking of such tems i greater due 10 confict and insecurity—nctably in
countries such as Chad, lrag, Litya, Mali, Niger, Syria, Sudan and Yemen. It may often
be Inked 1o ™he activises of criminal and temorst groups, who use it as a means 10
ncrease theirincome and lunder meney.

Trathcking of such tems is a robery of the rights of peophes, a falsfication of the

history of naticns, and a remaoval of their herkage and identty. Whilke criminals make
significant profits from this |l
wrchavokegical information and antifacts of its shased heritage.

it tratficking, humaniind & denied access 1o

It s vial That the intemational community acts 10 commect and restore righas 1o the
owners. We believe hat people everywhene in the word have an ethical role in this
asue, and | hope this seminar played a part in shedding further light on the
traMcking of antiguities and in contributing to the scenific and equitable sohstion of
the topic. Cultural groperty is part of the commaon hertage of manking, and & is in
CHeryene's inerests that we develop a framework 10 preserve cultural heritage in our
region and further afieid ™

Vercnica Costarel|, Project Manager, Creas-Border Syrian Emergency Response with

the UN's Insemational Organzation for Migration and 3 post-oriais amigquity
trafficking researcher, said

“This heritage of the Arab regicn and e rumber of impoveriahed and conflict
affected naticns has led 10 increased trathcking and smuggling of antiquises and
artifacts in the regicn, threatening its cultusal heritage. Professionals must act to
SpreDd awarendss about antiquises tratheking and help kaw enforcement to counter
this ilegal actwiy”
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