
HEP PROGRAMME: 
WEBINAR ON FOOD SECURITY: STRENGTHENING

FOOD SECURITY THROUGH H IGHER EDUCATION PARTNERSHIPS



PROGRAMME OUTLINE – EVENT SITE IN THE CHAT

09:30–09:35 – Welcome 

09:35–09:45 - Project Foodleader Strengthening Food Security through Higher Education 

Infrastructure in Kenya and Mozambique, Noora Kanerva, University of Helsinki

09:45–09:55 - Project NERC Strengthening Nutrition Education and Research Capacity in 

Universities in Nepal, Tarja Kinnunen Tampere University and Rojina Basnet Tribhuvan University

09:55–10:05 - Project SF-BioVac Sustainable Futures – Biogas Value Chain for Circular 

Economy Competence Growth in Zambia, Cynthia Söderbacka, Novia University of Applied 

Sciences

10:05–10:15 – Commentary and Research Perspective: Measuring Impact and Long-Term 

Sustainability in Food Security Interventions, Roseanna Avento, University of Eastern Finland

10:15–10:50 – Panel Discussion, Panelists: Previous speakers

10:50–11:00 – Open Discussion



PRACTICAL GUIDELINES

▪The Teams interpreter agent is allowed. AI agents (e.g., Otter.ai, 
Fireflies.ai, Read.ai) are removed from the meeting.

▪Please keep your  microphone muted unless you are speaking.

▪EDUFI events follow the principles of a safer space:

Safer Space Principles | Finnish National Agency for Education

https://www.oph.fi/en/about-us/safer-space-principles


Strengthening Food Security through 

Higher Education Infrastructure in 

Kenya and Mozambique
5.6.2026

Noora Kanerva (Project leader; PhD, Docent; Dept of Food and Nutrition, University of 

Helsinki)



OUR APPROACH



Data collection in Kenya and 

Mozambique

Atlas

dasat.2.rahtiapp.fi

DIETARY AND FOOD SAFETY ASSESSMENT 

TOOL (DASAT)

Food sample analysis with GC-MS



School 
meals

Pupils 
aged 
9.7–

13.9y

Dietary 
assessment, 
anthropometric
measurements

School food systems

Pesticide 
and 
mycotoxin 
analyses

New evidence
on school meals’ 

role in 
supporting 

nutrition and 
health

Long-term goals

Development of 
local solutions 

together with the 
future ”Food 
Leaders” and 

schools

Immediate goal: stronger local capacity

Commitment to 
monitor and 
improve school
feeding programme

IMPROVED 
INFRASTRUCTURE
• GC-MS
• DASAT

IMPROVED 
TEACHING 
CAPACITY
• Use of new 

tools
• Digicampus

course

SDG1

Zero 
Hunger
SDG2

SDG3
SDG4
SDG5
SDG8

APPLYING NEW INFRASTRUCTURE AND LEARNING FOR 
SOCIETAL OUTREACH



CONTACT US:

University of Helsinki

Dr. Noora Kanerva, leader, noora.kanerva@helsinki.fi

Ms. Katri Salo, coordinator, katri.salo@helsinki.fi 

University of Nairobi

Prof Catherine Kunyanga, leader, ckunyanga@uonbi.ac.ke

Ms. Grace Werikhe, coordinator, werikhe8@gmail.com 

University of Lúrio

Dr. Almeida Machamba, leader, amachamba@unilurio.ac.mz 

Mr. Rui Diaz, coordinator, r.diaz@unilurio.ac.mz 

mailto:noora.kanerva@helsinki.fi
mailto:katri.salo@helsinki.fi
mailto:ckunyanga@uonbi.ac.ke
mailto:werikhe8@gmail.com
mailto:amachamba@unilurio.ac.mz
mailto:r.diaz@unilurio.ac.mz
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•THANK YOU
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Commentary and research 

Perspective

Roseanna Avento



PANEL



Panel Question 1. 

Looking back at your project, what do you consider its 
most important long-term achievement? 

Based on your experience, what advice would you give 
to future projects on ensuring that results remain 
sustainable after external funding ends?



Panel Question 2.

Local ownership: How have local universities and 
stakeholders helped shape the projects and ensure 
that the solutions are relevant to local needs?



Open Discussion



Thank you to all speakers and 

participants!

https://www.linkedin.com/company/edufi-highered/

@EDUFI_HigherEd

hep@oph.fi

https://www.linkedin.com/company/edufi-highered/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/edufi-highered/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/edufi-highered/
mailto:hep@oph.fi
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